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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
     We are planning some special worship services 
for summer that we think you will enjoy.  The 
tentative schedule is as follows: 
July 4 will be Patriotic Dress Day…so wear Red, 
White and Blue to worship…Communion will be 
celebrated. 
July 11th we’ll enjoy special music by the Larsen 
Family and I will share my June Study Leave 
learnings to Washington Island with you.  Our 
speaker this year will be….. 
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     This Wednesday at 5:30 pm we 
will be decorating our Vacation Bible 
School Float for the 4th of July 
Parade...Come over to church at 
5:30pm to help us get ready...and if 
you can walk in the parade and hand 
out flyers let Jennie Longworth 
know...You can strengthen yourselves 
for these events by stopping by our 
church brat stand for lunch at Festival 
Foods, Oshkosh 9am to 5pm for 
lunch...see you on Wednesday. 
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Kenda Creasy Dean, associate Professor of 
Youth, Church and Culture at Princeton 
Theological Seminary.  Her sessions will focus 
on the subject of “Almost Christian:  What the 
Faith of Our Teenagers is Telling the American 
Church.”  
July 18th  is Smaller Church Membership 
Sunday in our denomination…so come and 
rejoice in the legacy and blessings of our 
church as we continue our 159th year of 
ministry and mission July 25th will be EAA 
Sunday and a speaker from Mission Aviation 
Pilots will be our guest  
August 1st  will be Funny Hat Sunday…so 
wear a funny hat of your choice…and no this is 
not a trick… you will not be the only one 
wearing a funny hat!  Communion will be 
celebrated.  
  August 8th will be Church Apparel Day—so 
wear your Presbyterian tee shirt, PCUSA hat, 
Sunday school pin, church apron or other item 
to tell the world you are a proud Presbyterian 
August 15th will be Vacation Bible School 
Sunday…the theme this year is “Sea 
Adventure!”…by the way, we’ll be handing out 
600 flyers about VBS at the July 4th parade and 
we need middle school, high school and adult 
walkers to pass them out….see Jennie 
Longworth if you can help with this 
August 22nd Celebration Committee will be 
discussing possible Sharing our Gifts Sunday 
worship…so stay tuned and tune up… 
August 29th We will celebrate God’s gifts of 
our community garden with Casa Esther and 
Memorial Garden.  The Deacons will receive a 
special offering to provide welcoming 
houseplants to returning UWO students 
through the Gathering Place Campus Ministry 
House 
September 5th is Labor Day…What is our 
Christian work?  Come discover your vocation 
as a Christian.  Communion will be celebrated. 
September 12th is Rally Day.  Sunday school 
resumes. 
     So come be part of your church this summer 
and be blessed by the worship and fellowship 
of Christ’s presence and people 
Summer Blessings, 
Pastor Ed    
 

PRAYER CHAIN:    
Let us keep the following members and 
friends in prayer: 
 
FOR HEALING:  Wayne Shew, 
P. J. Werzinske, Ginger Selle, Helen Jepsen, 
Tricia Wright, Dan Pistohl. 
CONDOLENCES: Diane Luther on the 
death of her husband. 
FOR STRENGTH AND SAFETY:  
Members of the military and their families 
HOMEBOUND : Addie Keller, Joan Moon, 
Marge Hellwig, Bettie Nipko.  

To place someone’s name on the prayer 
chain, call Pastor Ed at 379-7692 or the 
church at 685-2610. If no answer, you may 
call Rozanne Werzinske at 685-6074. 
Please call prayer requests for the Sunday 
bulletin into the office by Wednesday noon.  
Prayer requests will be placed in the bulletin 
for two weeks.  If you want a name included 
longer, please indicate how long or call it in 
again.  Access God’s help through the power 
of prayer each week. 
 
PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S GROUP 
The next meeting of our Men’s Group will be 
Saturday, September 11th at 8 a.m. at the 
Main Street Restaurant. Darwin Lovell will 
present the program. All men of the church 
are invited to attend. The group meets the 
second Saturday of each month from 
September-May. Come be a part of the 
fellowship. 
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Next Presbytery Meeting is Tuesday 
September 14th in Fond du Lac.  For those 
who aren't attending the 219th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) July 3-10 in Minneapolis, the 
business of the assembly can be tracked 
online at the denomination's website 
(http://www.pcusa.org/ga219). For those who 
are interested in local activities and tours, 
information is available from the Committee 
on Local Arrangements 
(http://www.cola2010.com/). 
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�   Authorized running electricity from the annex to the sign at the driveway entrance and from the main 

building to the garden. Also authorized the purchase of lighting for the sign after consultation with the 
Building and Grounds Committee. 

�  Gave permission for Pax Christi to use the church Sunday, October 3, 2010, from approximately 4 to 
5:30 p.m. 

�  Approved a summer schedule of worship (see pastor’s letter). Don’t forget your red, white, and blue 
July 4th! 

�  Jennie Longworth is looking for volunteers to help put together a VBS float for the 4th of July parade, 
and for passing out flyers during the parade. Please contact Jennie if you can help. 

�  Approved a $50 donation to the Omro Rushford Volunteer Fire Department. 
�  We’ve found that the “red notebooks” do not always make it to the back of the room on Sunday, and 

people arriving after the book has passed their row do not get to sign in. Pastor Ed will try handing the 
books out during the welcoming and greeting. 

�  A home schooling group met with the Administration Committee recently to discuss the possibility of 
using the church twice a month on Friday mornings. Session agreed to offer the use of the building to 
this group at a cost of $35 per day and a $100 security deposit. If the group is interested in these terms, 
an agreement will be drawn up which will include cleaning requirements. 

�  Our mortgage note will mature July 1, 2010. Authorization was given to renew the note with First 
National Bank of Berlin for 2 years at a maximum rate of 5.85%, amortized for 20 years, with the 
understanding that a more favorable rate may become available. (Note:  On June 16, the bank offered us 
two lower rate options. The session was polled, and it was decided to renew the note for 3 years at 
5.25%.) We have been making a monthly payment of nearly double the required payment, with the extra 
being used to reduce the principal balance. With the new lower payment, we will be able to continue 
making a double payment and at the same time improve our cash flow by almost $1000 per month. 

�  The clerk was asked to contact the Presbyterian Foundation to arrange a meeting with the 
Administration Committee to discuss our investments and investment strategy with the Foundation. 

�  Jane Wilson has agreed to oversee the Memorial Garden. If you would like to help out, please contact 
Jane. If she finds she needs assistance, she will contact Administration or Buildings and Grounds. 

 

Deacons' Fall Plant Give-Away  
 

It is an annual tradition for the Oshkosh Campus Ministry to have an open house and give small plants to 
college students on Student Orientation Day at UW-O.  The plant give-away has become a very popular 
event on that day, and is an excellent opportunity to make a "first contact" with incoming students.  All 
denominations are welcome at The Gathering Place, and folks in local churches are again being asked to 
start some easy-to-grow houseplants over the summer for the students.  The Deacons are asking for your 
help.  If you have a green thumb and can start some small plants to donate, please bring the plants to 
church the last week in August.  For those of you who don't have a green thumb, we have a second 
option available.  On August 29th the Deacons will be taking a free will offering.  The money they 
collect will go to buy small plants to donate.  Please help out this year and brighten some student's day.                                   
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 
Graduation Sunday was June 6, 2010. Those know to us to be graduating this year were Hannah Albright, 
Michael Stiller, Nathan King, Megan Gray, and Rigo Reyes from Omro High School; Eve Funnell from 
Oshkosh West High School; and Betsy (Keenan) Young from Eastern Washington University 
      Recipient of the Peg Nielsen scholarship and the Presbyterian Church scholarship in 2010 is Michael 
Stiller, and receiving the Cady/Alder scholarship was Eve Funnell, Mike and Eve were co-recipients of the 
Ray and Frances Moreland memorial scholarship. Nathaniel King, son of Jeffrey and Janine King was 
awarded the church’s annual Peacemaking Prize.  
     Any graduating senior may to apply for the $250 Peacemaking Prize by writing a four-page, 1,000 word 
essay. The Mission Committee read (anonymously) and discussed the three entries submitted and chose the 
essay written by Nathaniel King as the one they felt best defines peacemaking and describes the student’s 
current peacemaking efforts and how they intend to be a peacemaker in the future.  
 
Our congratulations to Mike, Eve and Nate. 
 
Here is Nate’s winning Peacemaking essay. 
 

“How I Can Be a Peacemaker in the Future” 
By Nathan King 
April 30, 2010 

 
“Even since the beginning, mankind has tried to live at peace with one another. Everyday world leaders, 
leaders of the church, and most everyone else strives for peace, but still we fight among ourselves, 
engage in war, and carry hate inside us. When I think of being at peace, I think of everyone uniting 
together despite our differences to be brothers and sisters. Being at peace can only be attained when 
people put aside their preconceived notions and band together with each other.  

In August of 2009 one of my closest friends was left without a home. His family had come from New 

Mexico to Wisconsin in search of new jobs and higher education for their children, but when the rest of his 

family left to go back home, he stayed to continue his education. He is still living with our family and has fit 

in like another son. This experience was extremely beneficial to me and I have learned a lot in the process. 

There is always some kind of barrier between races, but living with my friend and sharing my family, has 

really opened my eyes to how similar everyone in this world really is. I have learned a lot about the 

Hispanic culture and have gotten to know his Spanish speaking family. When it boils down to it, everyone 

has the same basic goals and dreams of raising a family and having a good life. Besides, everyone is created 

equal in the eyes of God. I believe that a major cause of unrest between people is the preconceived notions 

that people carry with them about people from cultures different than their own. This has really enhanced 

my experienced with peacemaking. I have been working with the Hispanic culture to help them fit in and 

learn how to adapt to American culture while still keeping their culture strong.  
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This whole experience with other cultures has been extremely beneficial not only to myself, but to the 

community as well. I have gained a real sense of pride being able to make peace throughout the community 

and helping my best friend adapt to life in Wisconsin. Our family has also been ministering to other cultures 

in the community and working to unite with Christ as the leader of our earthly church. Everyone was 

created in God’s image and differences need to be resolved to really create peace among all people.  

During the time my good friend has been living with us, we have had the opportunity to take him to 

church with us and guide him to Christ. He has also helped all of us see people as individuals rather than 

separate cultures of people. My friend has learned a lot during the time that he has been with us like hunting 

and fishing, academics, and taking a sense of pride in doing well in school.  

In the future I plan on studying to become a wildlife biologist at UW-Oshkosh and UW- Stevens Point. I 

would like to work for a state DNR office and help people understand the change happening in our 

environment. I believe this will become a very competitive field that will keep expanding due to the 

movement to go green. Today going green has never been a bigger issue. Every day you hear about hybrid 

cars, decreasing your carbon footprint, and reducing emissions. This area of study has had some very 

heated battles on both sides and will continue to be a heated battle until this issue is resolved. I hope to work 

in the biology and environmental field and create peace throughout the county by being a part of the 

solution of this environmental crisis we are in. In time, I would like to move up through the DNR system and 

become a senior wildlife biologist so that I can effectively work with other agencies around the world to put 

an end to our planet’s environmental issue. In college, I am also going to be taking several Spanish courses 

to supplement my 6 years of Spanish taken in middle and high school. I believe that this knowledge of the 

Spanish language and culture will also help me work effectively in my career field and work with other 

Spanish speaking countries. All of this leads back to creating peace despite cultural differences. Not just the 

ever pressing environmental issue of today, but every other issue that faces the world can be resolved much 

easier and faster if there is peace and understanding between different cultures.  

Aside from school and work, I plan on continuing my peacemaking efforts in the future in my 

everyday life. I would like to continue helping our culture to blend with other cultures present in the U.S. I 

also believe that education can play a huge part in dissolving the differences between cultures to make 

peace. Educating people about cultures different than their own can be a powerful tool and should be used 

to create peace within the community. Even introducing a class in the middle of high school level could 

educate kids about cultural diversity. This would not only create awareness, but show kids how to embrace 

these unique ways of life. Classes like these would set up kids to continue creating peace in other cultures 

and carry on what others have already started.  
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On a global scale, problems seem harder to resolve because of the different beliefs that are unique to 

different cultures. This can be easily sidestepped if these cultures are understood instead of being ridiculed 

by others. I believe that this nation and the world as a whole can band together and accomplish anything, 

but only if everyone has equal standing and their beliefs are understood and appreciated. If it can start 

small, such as in a small community like Omro by understanding and helping the Hispanic culture adjust, 

then it can be done anywhere. If we can set an example for surrounding communities, problems will be 

resolved with haste and understanding instead of the endless fighting among cultures. With the help of God, 

we can accomplish anything.” 

THANK YOU TO… 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for choosing me to receive the Peacemaking scholarship this year. This financial aid will be 
extremely helpful as I move into the next stage of my life and will help with the overwhelming costs of 
books and tuition. College would be out of the question for me if it were not for people like you who are 
willing to help with the costs of my education. I plan on doing my best this upcoming fall just like I have all 
through high school. I wholly appreciate this scholarship that you have bestowed upon me. Thank you and 
God bless. Sincerely, Nathaniel King. 
 
Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for your donation so I could go to Synod School. I’m really excited to go. I can’t wait to tell you 
all about it when I get back. Sincerely, Brandon Beck. 
(Note: Session voted to provide assistance to Brandon through the church’s campership funds so he can 
attend Synod School with his grandmother, Cheryl Lepak.) 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Youth Group, 
  
Thank you for your donation of baby items to our clinic. We appreciate your kindness and support to our 
ministry. 
  
Blessings, 
Sue Kraus 
Client Services Director 
Bella Medical Clinic  
(formerly Labor of Love) 
 

The Casa Esther Catholic Worker House is delighted to be able to have the use of the garden plot at First 
Presbyterian for its vegetable garden. Our thanks to the Presbyterian Session, the Pastor and the entire 
congregation. On the Saturday before Memorial Day, in the splashing sunlight of that morning, 21 folks 
came out to the site to do the spring planting. Under the direction of garden manager, Mike Stadler, and the 
watchful eye of Fr. Joe Mattern, the director of CE, all of the plants went in. It is a state-of-the-art process in 
the sense that rows of plastic covering have been laid down for weed control, and irrigation tubing ensures 
proper moisture for the veggies. A mix of clover and rye grass has been planted between the rows, and the 
turf has been rolled so that when the weeds grow side by side with the planted grass, it can be mowed. Casa 
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Esther is committed to offer payment to the church for the water used as indicated by the meter that has been 
installed and financed by CE. If any FPC church members would like to have their own small plot to grow 
their favorite veggies, that can be arranged by contacting Fr. Joe Mattern. When the veggies grow to 
maturity, look forward to seeing them made available to church members, at the Friday Night Market 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, and to food pantries and migrant farms in the area. At this stage, 
the garden does not qualify to be referred to as certified organic, but it is pesticide free. Locally-grown 
veggies – that’s as good as it gets! 

 

KUDOS TO … 

 

�  Jim Tritt and the Building and Grounds Committee for preparing the site for the new storage shed. 
�  Nurture Committee for cleaning the Sunday school classrooms. 
�  Jim and Norie Tritt and Bob and Sue Walther for painting the classrooms. 
�  Building and Grounds Committee for overseeing the placement of the storage shed south of the 

Memorial Garden. 
 
APPLE FEST -   SEPTEMBER 18, 2010     9:00 am -  3:00 pm (NEW HOURS THIS YEAR)    
  
The Apple Fest committee has been meeting the 1st Monday of each month at 6:00 pm and would like to 
share what we have planned.   
  
This year the raffle items are:   
1/2 of 1/2 of a beef (includes processing & wrapping) donated by Tom & Nancy Jackson 
 Bluebird carving donated by Gordon Stiller 
 Quilt - "Hunting Ground" - 72x82 donated by Mary A 
Framed Art Work - "Moving to Cover - Bobwhites by Owen Gromme, Wisconsin's Wildlife artist - donated 
by Doris Strehlow 
  
 This year we are having an apple pie contest with a special award being presented to the first place winner.  
The first one ever to receive this award was Doris Wright.  Be sure and let Brian Butkiewicz know if you 
will be participating. 
  
Out of the kitchen there will be apple desserts and other goodies for sale, and of course ice cream to go along 
with them. 
  

BAKE SALE:   The women, along with the men, are going to be making pies for Apple Fest on 
THURS SEP 16TH STARTING AT 8:00 am.  If anyone can donate pie filling or money toward the pie 
ingredients, it would be appreciated.  We are asking specifically for “FOOD CLUB BRAND" of pie filling as 
it is a little cheaper and there is more fruit per can than other brands.  It takes 3 cans for 2 pies.  Fillings 
needed are cherry, blueberry and some peach.  We are also making fresh apple pies.  Whatever is donated is 
what we will making.  Please bring pie fillings to church by SUNDAY, SEP 14TH and put them in the 
kitchen.  Any money donations may be given to Jill Stiller or Marsha Stiller.  PLEASE LET Jill know if you 
plan on helping that day.  The more hands we have the less work it is for all of us. The first pie making get 
together produced 130 pies and they all sold! 
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Have you talked or called to Jill Stiller 685-6010 or 685-2005 and told her what you will be providing for 
the sale?  Pies of all kinds are always a "Hot Item" along with breads, cookies, bars, cakes, snacks and 
candy.  Please have items placed into individual packages of 2 - 4 or 6 pieces and mark it with a suggested 
price and the name of the item on the package.  If the item contains:  "PEANUTS OR ANY OTHER TYPE 
OF NUTS” please make a note of it as some people are very "allergic" or have problems with nuts.  Items 
should be brought to the Church on Friday the 17th from 9:30am to 8:00pm. In 2008 the bake sale brought 
in $1800.00....so let's see if we can top that amount in 2010. 
  
Ethel's garage is ready for crafting.  Bring what you are working on or if you need help with something, 
bring it along.  We meet on Tuesday evenings at 6:00 pm.  Stay for a little while or stay for the whole 
evening.  If you aren’t working on something,  just come for the socializing.  You never know who is going 
to "pop in".  Crafts were a little sparse but what we had were very good quality and they sold fast.  So if you 
are crafting please let Marsha 685-2938, Ethel Benjamin 685-5084 or JoAn Kolodzik 685-6630 know 
that you will be providing crafts and they will be happy to hear from you. 
  
Again this year we are having outside vendors along with the cookout. This year the committee are having e 
a gentleman demonstrating the making of apple cider and also a woman hooking rugs.  There will also be the 
Fire Department's smokehouse as it generates a lot of interest for the kids. 
  
There will be the popular balloon pop along with some guessing games.                    
We need help the day of the sale, so please consider helping for 1-2 hours or whatever works for you.   Lot 
of us work the whole day and go wherever help is needed as it is just fun to be together with our church 
family working together.  
As a committee we are always looking for new ideas, constructive criticism and to have "You" volunteer to 
help in some way.  All of us have that one goal in mind...and that is our sanctuary being built and if we all 
work together someday that will happen.  So mark your calendar and spend the day at Church.  Contact 
Marsha if you would like to work in a certain area.  Watch for the sign up sheet in the Narthex. 
 
Our next committee meetings are:    JULY 12th-6:00 PM, AUGUST 2nd  -  23rd-6:00 pm 
                                                          SEPTEMBER 13th- 6:00 pm 
   
  
                                                                                                                              Marsha Stiller 
                                                                                                                                    Apple Fest Chairperson 
 
Tickets will be available at the church office 685-2610; Jill Stiller 685-6010 or 685-2005; Tom Faust 
685-2529 and Marsha Stiller 685-2938.  Our raffle brought in over $800.00 in 2008. Your support will 
be appreciated. 
 
 
 
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION NEWS 
  
It is that time again to check the counter for the possibility that you left a dish or something else that you 
may have brought to an event and just may have forgotten to pick up.  Please also check the refrigerator also 
as that will be cleaned and anything that is left and is not marked will be "PITCHED".  Any questions give 
Marsha a call at 685-2938....Have a “Great Summer"! 
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